THE DISTRIBUTION OF NODES OF GIVEN DEGREE IN RANDOM
TREES

MICHAEL DRMOTA AND BERNHARD GITTENBERGER

ABSTRACT. Let 75, denote the set of unrooted unlabeled trees of size n and let k > 1 be given.

By assuming that every tree of 7, is equally likely it is shown that the limiting distribution of

the number of nodes of degree k is normal with mean value ~ pgn and variance ~ ain with

positive constants py and o. Besides, the asymptotic behavior of uj and oy for k — oo as
well as the corresponding multivariate distributions are derived. Furthermore, similar results
can be proved for plane trees, for labeled trees, and for forests.

1. INTRODUCTION

Let 7,, denote the set of unlabeled unrooted trees of size n and 7} the set of unlabeled
rooted trees. The corresponding cardinalities will be denoted by ¢, = |T,| and ¢, " = |7;f [. In
1937 Pélya [7] already discussed the generating function

t(r Zt ’l“) n
n>1
and showed that the radius of convergence p satisfies 0 < p < 1 and that = = p is the only
singularity on the circle of convergence |z| = p. Later Otter [6] showed that t(")(p) = 1 and
used the asymptotic expansion
(@) =1=blp— )" +c(p—z) +dlp—2)** + - (1.1)
to deduce that
tglr) b\/_ 73/2 —n.
f
(Note that ¢ = b*/3 ~ 2.3961466.) He also calculated p ~ 0.3383219 and b ~ 2.6811266.
However, his main contribution was to show that

1
=3 tpa" =t0)(2) - t<’°>( )2+§t(r)(z2).
n>1

Hence ¢(x) has a similar expansion, namely

ﬁ(l‘) _ 1 +t(2r)(p2) + b2 - P(Y;(T))/(/)Q)(p _ .T) +bc(p _ $)3/2 4. ,

and it follows that

b3P3/2 n75/2p7n.
ivr

In 1975 Robinson and Schwenk [8] showed by an extension of Pélya’s and Otter’s method that
the mean value of the number of those nodes of degree k is approximately uin. The asymptotic
behavior of py is given by

ty ~

C k
Mg~ Cp
where C' & 6.380045 see [10]. However, the distribution has not been determined.
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The main purpose of this paper is to determine the limiting distribution of the number of
nodes of degree k. Furthermore we will determine the joint limiting distribution of the number
of nodes of different (given) degrees. By using the same methods similar results will be obtained
for plane trees, for labeled trees, and for forests.

2. COMBINATORIAL BACKGROUND AND RESULTS

2.1. Unlabeled, Nonplane Trees. In addition to 7, and 7?1(T) we will also make use of the
set ’ﬁl(p ) of planted unlabeled trees, i.e. the root of any unlabeled rooted tree is adjoined with
an additional node which is not counted. This means that the degree of the root is increased
by 1. Obviously |’771(p )| = |’7;1(T)| =, Furthermore, let T denote the set of unlabeled forests
of size n.

Let k = (k1,...,kn) be a given vector of M positive different integers. For every vector

t(p)

m = (my,...,my) of non-negative integers let denote the number of planted unlabeled

rooted trees of size n with m; nodes of degree k;, 1 < 7 < M, and tgw)nk, trmk, and ¢ %k the
corresponding numbers of unlabeled rooted trees, of unlabeled unrooted trees and of unlabeled
forests, respectively. Note that we are considering arbitrary trees, i.e. we do not have any
restriction to the vertex degrees (so we have Z —,;m; < n and not necessarily equality). We

are only focusing on those vertices having degree in k for counting. Let

t(p) Z t(p) ) At u™
Z tnmkz u™
= Z trmex u™
n,m
t;cf)(x,u) = Z téﬁzlkz"um,
n,m
where u = (uq,...,upn) and ™ = uj"* - --uy™. Then these generating functions satisfy the

following functional equations:

Lemma 2.1. Let Z(Sk;x1,...,xk) denote the cycle index of the symmetric group Sy of k
elements. Then we have

(P) (i i
t
t) (v, u) =vexp | Y M (2.1)
i>1
M
+ Z:c(uj — 1)Z(Skj71;t§f)(:c,u),t§f) (z2, u2), o ,tip) (ijqvukrl))7
j=1
(z,u) =z exp Z (2.2)
i>1 v
M
Dy = )28k 5 (@, w), 657 (@), (0 @, ul)),
j=1
r 1
tie(w, ) =ty (2, u) — §t§cp)( u)’® + 215( ) (22, u?), (2.3)
() ti (2’ u’)
th (7,u) = exp Zf . (2.4)
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For M = 1 these relations are already established in [8]. The general case only requires
obvious modifications.
Note that the term

P) (i o,i

ty (', ut)

exp | 3 B2
i>1 ¢

corresponds to the multiset construction of unlabeled combinatorial objects described e.g. in
[11] and that

; tép) (:Ci7 uz)

Z(Sity (u), ot (@ uh)) = ol exp | Dot RS

i>1

is exactly the generating function of a forest consisting of exactly [ planted trees. This relation
can be used to determine the partial derivatives of the cylcle index. Obviously, we have

ZZ(Sk;zl,...,xk)vk = exp Z%vl

k>0 1>1
and consequently
Z aZ(S'gc zp)v" = ex Zﬂvl U—Z
81'1' ks L1, sy Lk p 1 i
k>0 1>1
,Uk—i-z
:ZZ(SIW‘TD awk) -
k>0 ¢
Thus we obtain
O s )=z ) (25)
ST, .. D) = — LT, e TRy .
aZCi kydl, s bk 'L k 1 k

Now we are ready to state our first main result:

Theorem 2.1. Let X5 = (X(l) X(M)) denote the vector of the numbers of nodes in an

nky’ ) “tnk
unrooted unlabeled random tree 0; forest of% nodes that have degrees ki, ..., kas. Set
fi
b= ()i, = (-2 ,
P/i=1,..M
fifi i fi>
Y =(0ij)ij=1,.., M( — === )
( ]) Jj=1 p2 P J p) it
where 0;; denotes the Kronecker delta defined by
S — 1 ifi=j
PTL0 ifi#]
and
F;
i =——=(p,1,1 2
fi= = 11) (26)

Lz iLxy gLz
_ L (Bffes B Filvi | . 1,1 2.7
Fm ( FzQ Fm J (P ) ( )
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with
(', u")

4
F(z,u,t) = ze' exp Z k

i>2

i

M
+ > w(uy = 1) Z(Sk, -1t b2 u?), (@ uki )
j=1
and F; = 0/0u; F(x,u,t).
If det ¥ # 0 then X, is asymptotically normally distributed with mean value ~ ppn and
covariance matriz ~ 3n.

Furthermore we have for large ki,...,kps:
2C 4.

o~ —— T 2.8
Hhs ™ 33 P (2.8)

2C .

prkz ifi=]
045 ~ p (2.9)

Ac? ki+k;

“pief (ki +kj) ifi#j

where
1 (te(p' 1)
C=exp|Y 7 (=== —1]|~7.7581604 (2.10)

Remark 1. The same theorem holds if only planted or rooted unlabeled trees are considered
instead of unlabeled (unrooted) trees or forests.

Remark 2. The asymptotic expansions for o;; show that det X is surely nonzero if k;, 1 < ¢ < M,
are sufficiently large. There is no doubt that det ¥ # 0 in any case. However, at the moment
we are not able to prove this rigorously.

2.2. Plane Trees. Let ’Pflp ) denote the set of planted plane trees of size n, 7)7(;) the set of

rooted plane trees of size n, P, the set of (unrooted unlabeled) plane trees of size n, and Péf )
the set of plane forests of size n.

Let k = (k1,...,kn) be a given vector of M positive different integers. For every vector
(p)

m = (my,...,my) of non-negative integers let p, "

 denote the number of planted plane trees

of size n with m; nodes of degree k;, 1 < j < M, and ps;)nk, Prmk, and pff;zbk the corresponding

numbers of rooted plane trees, of plane trees and of plane forests, respectively. Furthermore let
P (@) = pb) ™,
n,m
P w) = D pl e,
n,m
Pk (.I', 'LL) = Z pnmkxnuma
n,m
pi (@ u) = 3 pl e,
n,m

where w = (ug,...,up) and u™ = u}" ---u);. Then these generating functions satisfy the

following functional equations:
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1
Lemma 2.2. Let Z(Cy;x1,...,25) = — Z go(d)xs/d denote the cycle index of the cyclic group

dlk
Cy of k elements. Then we have
M
) =+ 3l = (211)
_ =
pi)(x u —:EZZ Ck; (p)(x,u),.. (p)(x ub)) (2.12)
k>1
+Zx ij,pgc)(ac u),. ..,pip)(xkf,ukf)),
Jj=1
— (r) _ = (p) (p) 2.13
pu(e,w) = 90 (o) = 00 (0w S0 (02,0, (2.13)
pfcf)(z,u):exp ZM . (2.14)

- (3
i>1

The case M =0, i.e. we are countmg 1P, [PV, |Pal, and [PS], is already treated in [5).
Especially, we have for p()(z) = Z |7)7(Lp )|

n=1

1 Ll i 2 — 2
P gp)= —— =~ —\/1— 4z § n
PP (x) 1—p(z) 2 2 — (nl) '

The general case M > 0 is now obvious by following the rules used for the proof of Lemma 2.1.
Our second theorem is quite similar to Theorem 2.1:

Theorem 2.2. Let Y 5 = (Yn(iz, .. ,Yn(,ivg) denote the vector of the numbers of nodes in a
plane random tree or forest of n nodes that have degrees k1, ..., ky. Set

1
M = (Mk,_-)z’:l ..... M = %
i=1,...,.M

IRRRE)

1 (ki —2)(k; —2) 1
2= (04)ij=1,..Mm = <2ki+kj ~ R gy
i,j=1,...,M

17:7

Then det®¥ > 0 and Y »x is asymptotically normally distributed with mean value ~ pgn and
covariance matrix ~ 3n.

Remark . The same theorem holds if only planted or rooted plane trees are considered instead
of plane (unrooted) trees or forests.

2.3. Labeled Trees. Let [,,(f ) denote the set of planted labeled trees of size n, ng) the set of
rooted labeled trees of size n, £,, the set of (unrooted) labeled trees of size n, and £ the set
of labeled forests of size n.

Let k = (k1,...,kn) be a given vector of M positive different integers. For every vector
m = (mq,...,my) of non-negative integers let lff;zlk denote the number of planted labeled trees

of size n with m; nodes of degree k;, 1 < j < M, and lf}:)nk, lnmk, and lT(LQlk the corresponding

numbers of rooted labeled trees, of labeled trees and of labeled forests, respectively. Furthermore
let
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)= X
=Yty
u) = Z lnmkﬁum,
o= 3 B
where u = (u1,...,un) and ™ = u]" - - - uj. Then these generating functions satisfy the

following functional equations:

Lemma 2.3. We have

M (p) ki—1
(») el @) _ U (2, u)™
lk (ZL', ) =Te k ZSC(UJ — 1)W, (215)
j=1 J
M (p) k;
r l(p) x,u l (.T,’U,) J
0 (@) =ze'® O 13 w(u; — UkT’ (2.16)
j=1
. 1
ey ) = 1 ) = S0 (), (2.17)
l,(cf)(ac,u) = elk(@u), (2.18)

The advantage of labeled structures is that if we use exponential generating functions, i.e.
2™ is replaced by z™/n!, then we do not need Polya’s theorem to obtain relations for the
corresponding tree functions (compare with [5, 11, 9]). So Lemma 2.3 follows immediately.

n

Remark . It is well known that |£,$lp)| = |£5f)| =n""!and |£,| = n" 2. Even without knowing

this it is clear that |£$f)| = n|L,| since every labeled tree of size n represents exactly n rooted
labeled trees. Similarly

This fact can also be used to prove (2.17). We only have to show that

()
/ Uy (& uw) ¢ = (T)( u) — lll(f) (z,u). (2.19)
0 § 2

By (2.15) and (2.16) we obtain

M (p) k;j
® l
a l('r)(:r7 ) _ elk (m,u) + § ('LL] o 1) k (:C; u) J

k 4
Ox = 5!
M () kj—1
P 0 I (z,w)~t 0
(z,u) (p) e\ (p)
k R I ek e
+ zé 8xlk (x,u) + g z(u; — 1) U~ D)1 8zlk (x,u)

j=1
1 ()
x ox
which directly yields (2.19).

This class of trees behaves similarly to the other ones as is shown by our third theorem:
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Theorem 2.3. Let Z,, = (ZT(JC)1 ,fo,:g) denote the vector of the numbers of nodes in a

labeled random tree or forest of n nodes that have degrees ki, ..., kyr. Set

S
B = (Mk; )i=1,...M = ¢ (= 1) o

1+ (ki —2)(k; —2) 1_1
M ( e?(ki — 1)!(k; — 1)! i e (ki —1) )

Then det¥ > 0 and Z, s asymptotically normally distributed with mean value ~ pgn and
covariance matrix ~ 3n.

Remark . The same theorem holds if only planted or rooted labeled trees are considered instead
of labeled (unrooted) trees or forests.

3. ANALYTIC BACKGROUND
The basic property which will be used in the sequel is the following observation (compare
with [2, 3]):
Proposition 3.1. Set u = (u1,...,upn) and suppose that F(x,u,y) is an analytic function
around (o, g, yo) such that
F(xo, u0,Y0) = Yo,
Fy(wo,uwo,y0) =
Fyy(an Uuo, yO)
Fz(an U, yO) 7& 0.

Then there exist a neighborhood U of (xo,ug), a neighborhood V' of yo and analytic functions
g(z,u), h(z,u) and f(u) which are defined on U such that the only solutions y € V with
y=F(z,u,y) ((x,u) € U) are given by
x
y=g(x,u)h(z,u), /1 — — 3.1
(@) & o) 1 (31)

Furthermore g(xzo,up) = yo and h(xo, wo) \/2f (wo) Fz(z0, wo, Yo)/ Fyy(xo, w0, Yo).

Proof. See [3]. O

3.1. Unlabeled, Nonplane Trees. As a first application of Proposition 3.1 we show that
representation (1.1) follows just from the facts that the radius of convergence p satisfies 0 <
p < 1 and that t("(p) = limg s, t(")(z) is finite. By using this representation corresponding
representations for t(z) and (/) (x) follow immediately.

Lemma 3.1. There exist n > 0 and functions r1(z),r2(x), rs(x), r4(x), r5(z), re(x), which are
analytic for |z — p| <n and satisfy r;(p) >0, 1 <i <6, such that

t) () = t®) ()

b (1) e (-2) T (1)

t(z) = b3p33/2 <1 - %)3/2 +r3(2) (1 - %)5/2 + ra(2), (3.3)
3/2
t () = rs(x) (1 - %) + rg(x). (3.4)

Furthermore, t7)(z),t(z), and tY)(x) can be analytically continued to the region |z| < p+ 1,
axg(z — p) # 0.
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Proof. Since p < 1 and t(")(0) = 0 there exists p < p with 5 > p? and a constant C' > 0 with
[t)(x)] < C|x| for || < p. Hence the function

(") (g
Q(z) = exp Z w

£ 7
i>2

is analytic for |2| < p~'/2 and the functional equation t(")(z) = zexp (2@1 t(T)(xi)/i) (com-
pare with (2.1) and (2.2) for w = (1,1,...,1)) can be rewritten to

t(r) (.’L‘) — xQ(l‘)et(r) (z)

Set F(x,u,y) = zQ(x)e¥Y. Then all assumptions of Proposition 3.1 are satisfied for zo = p,
yo = t)(p) and arbitrary ug. You only have to check that Fy(zo,u0,y0) = 1. Namely, if
Fy(zo,u0,y0) # 1 then the implicit function theorem would imply that ¢(z) is analytic at
x = p. Thus we obtain (3.2). Note that by the principle of analytic continuation only one sign
in (3.1) is relevant. Furthermore, from F, (o, w0, y0) = F(z0, w0, yo) it follows that ¢ (p—) = 1.

Finally, since ¢, # 0 for all n > 1 it follows that |F, (x, uo, " (2))| < F,(|z|, uo, " (|2])) for
non-real z. Hence Fy(z,uo,t(x)) # 1 for |z| < p, x # p and by the implicit function theorem
there exists an analytic continuation to R.

Since t(z) =t (z) — $(tP)(2))? + 1) (2?)

tP(z) = exp Z t(%z)

i>1

we immediately obtain (3.3) and (3.4). We only have to observe that

o0y 1)

i>2
is an analytic function for |z| < p + 7. O

In a similar manner we can prove that tg-p ) (x,w) (which surely exists for |z| < p and u with
luj] < 1for 1 < j < M) has a proper analytic continuation and a similar representation as
t(")(z) around its singularity.

Lemma 3.2. Let k = (ki,...,kn) be a given vector of M different positive integers. Then
there exist n > 0 and functions g1(z,w), ga(x,u), hi(z,u), heo(z,u), f(u) (W= (u1,...,unr))
with the following properties:
(1) gi(z,u), g2(z,u), hi(z,u), ho(z,u), f(u) are analytic for ju; — 1| <n, 1 < j < M
and |z — f(uw)] <n.
(2) gi(p,1,...,1) = 1, hi(p,1,...,1) = by/p, i = 1,2, where b is given by (1.1), and
f@,...,1)=p.

(3) tgcp) (x,u) and tg)(x,u) can be analytically continued to the region

R={(z,u) € cM+L . luj| < 1+g,1 <j< M|z §p+g,arg($—f(u)) #0}

such that

0 (@) = g1(2,w) — ha(w,u) /1 - ffu) (3.5)
and

1) (2, u) = ga(z, w) — ha(x, u) 1—% (3.6)

for (z,u) € Rand |uj — 1| <n, 1 <j< M, |z — f(u)] <n
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Proof. The first step is to show that there exists 1; > 0 such that t;cp) (2%, u?) is analytic for
|z] < p+m and |u;| < 14m,1 <j < M,ifi> 1. Suppose that |uj| <1+¢,1<j <M. Then

1t (@, w)| < p(|l2|(1+ ), 1,..., 1) = t(|z|(1 + ).

Hence, if 71 = ¢ > 0 is sufficiently small it follows (as in the proof of Lemma 3.1) that tgf) (2, u?)
is analytic for |z| < p+m and |u;| < 1+, 1 < j < M, and that there exists a constant C' > 0
with

6 @' u)| < Cla(1+m)l"
Thus

Z tép) (xi, uz)

Q(z,u) = exp ;

i>2

is analytic for |z| < p+m and |uj| <14+m,1<j<M.Sot= t;cp) (x,u) satisfies the functional

equation
t=F(z,u,t)
with
M
F(z,u,t) = 2Q(z,u)e’ + Zx(uj —1)Z(Sk;-15t, t;cp) (z%,u?),... ,tgcp)(xkfl,ukfl)).
j=1 (3.7)

Note that Z(Sk;t,...) is a polynomial in ¢ with analytic coefficients. Thus we can apply Propo-
sition 3.1 for g = p, up = (1,...,1) and yg = 1 in order to obtain the local behavior of
tgcp) (x,u) around its singularity = f(u). Finally, it follows from F,(z, uo, tgcp) (x,up)) # 1 (for
|z| = p,x # p) that t;cp) (x,u) can be analytically continued to R for some n > 0. By Lemma 2.1

a similar representation is obtained for tg) (x,u). (I

The representations of t(z, u) and t;cf )(.T, u) are different from the preceding ones:

Lemma 3.3. Let k = (ki1,...,kn) be a given vector of M different positive integers. Then
there exist n > 0 and functions g3(x,u), ga(z,u), hs(x,u), ha(z,u) (v = (u1,...,up)) with
the following properties:
(1) gs(z,u), ga(z,u), hs(z,u), ha(z,u), are analytic for |u; — 1] < n, 1 < j < M and
|z — f(u)] <n (with f(u) from Lemma 3.2).
(2) g3(p,1,...,1) >0, ga(p,1,...,1) > 0, hz(p,1,...,1) = b>/3 # 0, where b is given by
(1.1), and ha(p,1,...,1) #0.
(3) tg(z,u) and t;cf)(x,u) can be analytically continued to R (which is defined in
Lemma 3.2) such that

3/2
x
t = —h 1——— 3.8
o) = o) = o) (1= 5 ) (3.5
and
() z \*?
t = —h 11— ——~ 3.9
) = galow) o) (1 525 (39
for (z,u) € Rand |uj — 1| <n, 1 <j< M, |z — f(u)] <n.
Proof. Throughout this proof let A; = A;(z,u), i = 1,2,..., denote analytic functions. We
have
1

tr =t — ()% + 4.

[\
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This in conjunction with (2.2) and (3.5) gives
k=9 —h\/1—z/f(u
=91 — hl\/l_‘r/f +Z Sk]791 hl\/l_x/f AQ;"'7

2 120,
= Z(Sk;—1591 — i/ 1 —x/f(u), Az, ..., Ag;—1)) — %(px) +g1hi/1 -/ f(u)

By means of Taylor’s theorem we get

Z(Skig1 —hav1—z/f(u Zzz) Swighy (1 -/ f(u) UQ&

1!
1=0

where Z(Sk,-) = Z(Sk;-, Aa,..., A) and Z(®) denotes the i-th derivative with respect to the
first variable of the cycle index. Thus we obtain

h=hy 1*91+Z Z'(Sk;391) — /(Skjl;gl))jL(lﬁ)H

with an analytic function H. and especially

A () ) = I (F ) ) (o0 (£ ) = 1 FG0) 3y~ D2 (81 500) — Z'(S1,150) ).

On the other hand note that x = f(u) and t = ¢1(f(u), u) are the solutions of

t:zquetJrZ w(u; —1)Z(Sk,—13t)
1= xueJrZ ;= 1)Z'(Sk,-15t)

which yields
g1(f(u),u) =1~ f(u) Z(UJ - 1)(2/(5@71;91) - Z(Skrl;gl))-
J
By (2.5) this implies h(f(u),u) = 0 and setting
—1
h3(z,u) = h(x,u) (1 - ﬁ)
we obtain (3.8).

Since
tg) = Ae'k,
where A denotes an analytic function, (3.9) follows from (2.4) and (3.8). O
3.2. Plane Trees. If we set p(P)(z) = |7)7(Lp)|ac" then
n>1
®)(g) = —

or

1
() -
pr) =5 2 n—1

—_— = — x .
nzln

However, p()(z) = 3 |’P,(f)|x",p(x) = Y [Pu|z", and pP(z) = 3 |’P,(1f)|x” are not as

n>1 n>1 n>1

explicit as p(® (z).
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Lemma 3.4. There exist n > 0 and functions r1(z), r2(x), s1(x), s2(x), which are analytic for
|z — 1| < n such that

P (z) = 7%/1 —4x + G + 1()1%2) (1 —42)%2 +r(2)(1 — 42)%/% + s1(x),
(3.10)
1 log 2 1
p@) = [ >+ —22) (1 - 42)32 1 r1(2)(1 — 42)%/% + 51(2) — ~ + =, (3.11)
4 12 4 2
P = G + 10522) D7 (1— d2)?/? 4 1y(2)(1 — 42)7/% + s5(2), (3.12)

where

1 1 o(d) 2
s1|l=)=- lo .
' <4> 4; d BT VIrad
Furthermore, p(T)(:c),p(:E), and p'f) (x) can be analytically continued to the region |z| < % + 4,
arg(z — 1) # 0.
Proof. First we prove (3.10). Since

p(@) =2 Z(Co,pP (2))

n>1
1 r n 1 n
— Y @) e YL YD el )
n>1 n>1  djn,d>1
=51+ 5
and
1

Si=zlo
I R B e

log2 1 1 log2
= ——v1-4 - — 1-4
1 1Y T+ (8 1 ) ( x) +
it suffices to show that Ss is analytic around = = i. For this purpose we use the fact that
[p®) ()| < 2|z| for |z < . Hence, if |z| < % then |z¢| < § < 1 for d > 1 and we obtain the

estimate
1 1 n n
32— D @2
n>1 d|n,d>1

33 2l S (d)
d|n

n>1

log 2
og2 (1—42)3/% + ...

So

IN

1 22| 2
31—|2z] — 3
Thus, S3 is even analyic for || < 1 and (3.10) follows.
(3.11) and (3.12) are immediate from (3.10). O

Corollary . We have

™

PP = }4%171*3/2 (1+0(n™h)),

T 1 n— — —
|7’7(1)|:ﬁ4 2 (1+0(m™),

3 (1 log2\ ,._, _ _
lpnlzﬁ(fr 12 )4 T2 (1+0(™),

3 1 log2 (1y_1
Pl = e (T ) et (1 o).
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The next two lemmas correspond to Lemma 3.2 and Lemma 3.3.

Lemma 3.5. Let k = (k1,...,kn) be a given vector of M different positive integers. Then
there exist n > 0 and functions g1(z,u), g2(x,u), hi(x,u), ha(z,u), f(u) (v = (u1,...,ur))
with the following properties:
(1) gl(zau)) 92(1'5“); hl(SC,’U:), hQ(SC,’U/), f(u) are analytic fO’f’ |uj - 1| < m, 1 S .] S M;
and |z — f(u)] <n.
(2) gl(%ala---vl)lz %; 92(%,1,---, ) > 0, hl(% 71) = %7 hQ(%ala---al) = %7 and
(3) pgj) (z,u) and p( )(:L', u) can be analytically continued to the region

1
R={(z,u) € CV* fuy| S 14,1 < MiJa| < £ + 2 arg(a - f(u)) # 0}

2
such that
PP (@, u) = gy (x,u) — by (2, u), [1— f(zu) (3.13)
and
i (@, w) = ga(w,u) — ha(w,u), /1 - % (3.14)

for (z,u) e Rand |u; — 1] <n, 1 <j< M, |z — f(u)] <n.

Proof. First, (3.13) follows from Lemma 2.2 and Proposition 3.1.

Next, it follows as in the proof of Lemma 3.2 that there exists 71 > 0 such that p(p ) (x%, u?)
is analytic for |z| < 2 +n; and |uj| <14, 1 <j < M, and that
P (@' )] < 201+ )l
Hence, it follows that

n/d

AN DT ) ()

n>1 d\n d>1

is analytic for |z| < 2 +n; and |u;| <14 m, 1 <j < M. Thus

pg)(x, u) = xlog f +zA
1—pp/(z,u)
M
+ 2w = DZ(Chy 1, py (2 w), 0 (@), )
j=1
has a representation of the form (3.14). O

Lemma 3.6. Let k = (k1,...,kn) be a given vector of M different positive integers. Then
there exist 1 > 0 and functions gs(x,w), ga(x,u), hs(x,u), ha(z,u) (v = (u1,...,ur)) with
the following properties:
(1) gs(z,u), ga(z,u), hs(z,u), ha(z,u), are analytic for |u; — 1] < n, 1 < j < M and
|z — f(u)] <n (with f(u) from Lemma 3.5).
(2) g3(p517'-'71> > 0; 94(p517'-'71> > 07 h3(p715-'-71> = (i+101g22)’ and
h/4(p71571)7é0
(3) tr(z,u) and t;cf)(:c,u) can be analytically continued to R (which is defined in
Lemma 3.5) such that

2 3/2
Pi, ) = gale ) — hae, ) (1 - W) (3.15)
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and

3/2
x
o 0w) = )~ o) (1- 55 (3.16)
for (z,u) € Rand |u; — 1| <n, 1 <j< M, |z — f(u)] <n.
Proof. Since, pr, = p(T) (pgf ))2 + A (where A denotes an analytic function) it is clear that
pr has a representation of the form
z

pk:g3fﬁ 17_5
f

with h(%,1,...,1) = 0. Therefore, we only have to show that h(f(u),u) =0 for |u; — 1| < 7,
1 j

1 <7 < M. For this purpose we represent px as

hy kj—1 T T
Pe=h1|g—x - z(u; —1)g 1—+<1—)H,
1 1 1_91 jzl )1 f f

where H denotes a bounded function. (We only have to use (3.13), Lemma 2.2, and Taylor’s
theorem.) Since g1 (f(u), u) :pép)(f(u),u) it follows from (2.11) that

— z(u 150
Z

j=1

g1 —x
1*91

for x = f(u). Thus, h(f(u),u) =0 and (3.15) follows.

Finally, (3.16) follows from (2.14), (3.16), and Taylor’s theorem. O
3.3. Labeled Trees. As already mentioned the solution of {(?) = zel™ is given by 1(P) (x) =
ST e /nl, e, |£51p)| = |£$f)| = n"~L. Furthermore, |£,| = n"~2 and (as we will see in a
n>1

moment) |£5] ~ \/en"—2.

Lemma 3.7. There exists n > 0 and functions r1(x),r2(z), r3(x), ra(x), rs(x), which are ana-
lytic for |x — L| < n such that

l(p)(x) - Z(T)(x)
=1-v2V1—ex+ %(1 —ex) 4+ r1(z)(1 —ex)? + ro(a) (1 — ex)?,

(3.17)
I(z) = 5 + Q\Tf( —ex)®? 4+ r3(x)(1 — ex)? + ra(2)(1 — ex)*/?, (3.18)
(z) = \/_( ex)®? 4 ry(z)(1 — ex)? + rs5(z)(1 — ex)>/2. (3.19)

Furthermore, 1" (z),1(z), and ') (z) can be analytically continued to the region |x| < 3 4 1
arg(z — 1) # 0.

Proof. (3.17) follows directly from Proposition 3.1. The coefficient of (1 — ex) can easily be
determined by inserting [(®) into the Taylor series expansion of F(I,z) = xze! —[ around zg = %,
lo=1.

Since I(z) = 1" (z) — 3(1?P)(2))? and {P(z) = €@ (3.18) and (3.19) follow immediately
from (3.17). O

The next two lemmas correspond to Lemma 3.2 and Lemma 3.3 resp. to Lemma 3.5 and
Lemma 3.6. We state them without proof.
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Lemma 3.8. Let k = (ki1,...,kn) be a given vector of M different positive integers. Then
there exists n > 0 and functions g1(z,u), g2(x,u), hi(z,u), ho(z,u), f(u) (v = (u,...,urr))
with the following properties:
(1) gl(zau)) gg(SC,’U/), hl(l',’U,), h,Q(SC,’U,), f(u> are analytic fO’f’ |uj - 1| < m, 1 S .7 S M
and |z — f(u)] <n.
(2) gi(3,1,...,1) =1, hi(3,1,...,1) =v2,i=1,2, and f(1,...,1) = 1.
(3) l,(f) (z,u) and l,(f)(z, u) can be analytically continued to the region

1
R={(e,u) € CV": |uy| S 14 5,1 <5 < Ml < — + 2. arg(e — f(u)) # 0}

such that

1P (2, u) = gy (2, w) — hy (2, ), /1 — f(mu) (3.20)
and

1 (2,u) = ga(w,u) — ha(w, ), /1 - ﬁ (3.21)

for (z,u) € Rand |uj — 1] <n, 1 <j< M, |z — f(u)] <n.

Lemma 3.9. Let k = (k1,...,kn) be a given vector of M different positive integers. Then
there exist 1 > 0 and functions gs(x,w), ga(z,u), hs(z,u), ha(z,u) (v = (u1,...,ur)) with
the following properties:
(1) gs(z,u), ga(z,u), hs(z,u), ha(z,u), are analytic for |u; — 1 < n, 1 < j < M and
|z — f(u)| <n (with f(u) from Lemma 3.8).
(2) g3(p 1., 1) =2, gu(p,1,...,1) = Ve, ha(p,1,...,1) = 2v2/3, and ha(p,1,...,1) =
2v/2¢/3.
(3) lk(xz,u) and l,if)(z,u) can be analytically continued to R (which is defined in
Lemma 3.8) such that

o \ 32
le(z,u) = gs(x,u) — ha(z, u) (1 - m) (3.22)
and
L \3/2
W (@,u) = ga(z,u) — ha(z,u) (1 - W) (3.23)

for (z,u) € Rand |uj — 1| <n, 1 <j< M, |z — f(u)] <n.

4. LIMITING DISTRIBUTIONS

With help of Lemmas 3.2, 3.3, 3.5, 3.6, 3.8, and 3.9 it is rather easy to obtain the proposed
limiting distributions.

Proposition 4.1. Suppose that y(z,u) = > yumz"u™ (v = (u1,...,up),m =
(m1,...,mpr)) is an analytic function with Ypm > 0 for all n,m and that there exists n > 0 and
functions g(z,w), h(z,w), f(u) which are analytic for lu; —1| <n, 1 <j <M and |z —p| <n,
where p > 0 is the radius of convergence of y(x,1,...,1) such that y(xz,u) can be analytically
continued to R and that

o) = gl e (1)

for (z,u) € R, luj —1] <n, 1 <j <M, and |z — f(u)] < 1. Then yp(u) = 3, Ynmu™ =
["]y(z, u) is asymptotically given by
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mlw) = S o (187 (a.1)

uniformly for ju; — 1| <n, 1 <j < M.
Similarly, if

y(z,v) = gl@,u) + hiz,u) (1 i )3/2

for (z,u) € R, |u; —1] <n, 1 <j < M, and |z — f(u)| <n. Then yn(u) = 3., Yymu™ =
["]y(z,u) is asymptotically given by

3h(f(u), “n Su)™
i) = S ey o (L7 (42)
uniformly for lu; — 1| <n, 1 <j < M.

Proof. By Taylor’s theorem

>0
where l l
_ (=f(w) [ o ]
hi(u) = ——— | —h(z,u) .
: I ! )
Thus

uniformly for |u; — 1] < 3—471, 1<j<M,and |z — f(u)| < 3—471. By the analytic continuation
property and continuity it follows that (4) also holds uniformly for (z,u) € R. Hence [4,
Theorem 3A] implies (4.1).

The proof of (4.2) is the same. d

Now suppose that ynm (m = (m1,...,mp)) are non-negative numbers such that
Yn = Zynm
m

is finite for all n > 0. Then it is possible to study random vectors X,, = (X1, ..., Xpn) with
P{X, =m} = "™
Yn
For example, if y,(u) = >, Ynmu™ behaves like (4.1) with h(p,1,...,1) # 0 then X, has a
proper limiting distribution.

Proposition 4.2 ([1]). Suppose that Ynm > 0 and that there exist functions H(u), f(u) defined
for u; = e, 1 < j < M, |tj| < e, t; real, such that H(1,...,1) # 0 and H(u) is uniformly

continuous and that f(1,...,1) = p > 0 and f(e'*,... e*™) has continuous third derivatives
with
yn(u) = Z Ynmu™ ~ an,H(uw)f(u)™" (4.3)
m
uniformly for |t;| < e, 1 <j < M, for some sequence a,, > 0. Furthermore set pp = (p1,..., unm)

and 3 = (0;5) where
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0 ) )
pi = i——log f(e™, ... e"™M) 1<j<M
ot
J t1=-=tp=0
: it it
oij:*Mlogf(e“,...,e“”)t_M_t . 1<i,j <M
1=""=tM=
and assume that det 3 # 0. Then
X, —
=R LN, D),

Jn

i.e. X, is asymptotically normal with mean value ~ np and covariance matrix ~ n3.

Remark 3. If we have more informations about y,(u) than (4.3), e.g. an asymptotic expansion
of the form (4.1) with h(f(1,...,1),1,...,1) # 0 then we can also obtain local limit theorems
and asymptotic expansions for mean value and covariance matrix:
EX, =un+0(1)
CovX, =3Xn+0(1)

See [1, 2, 3] for more details.

Remark 4. In Proposition 3.1 it assumed that y = y(z,u) satisfies a functional equation
y = F(z,u,y). By varying uo (in Proposition 3.1, compare also with [3]) it follows that
y=y(f(u),u),x = f(u) are the solutions of the system of equations

y=F(z,u,y), (4.4)
1=Fy(z,u,y). (4.5)
Furthermore, the parameters of interest g = (p1, ..., uam) and 3 = (04;) are given by
Ji(1
O Y
f()

and by
fi(1)f;(1) = fi;(1) f(1) 5“fi(1)

oij = — i
! f2(1) 1)
where the subscripts 4, j denote the partial derivative with respect to u; resp. u;, e.g. f; =
0/0u; f(u). Implicit differentiation of (4.4) yields

yi = Fofi + F 4+ Fyy;.
By means (4.5) we get F,. f; + F; = 0 which implies

Fi(an 17y0)
2o Fy (0,1, y0)’

i =

where zo = f(1) and yo = y(xo,1). Again implicit differentiation of this equation and the

preceding one gives
1 FF,, F;Fy
fij = = Fyi ) | = - Fy
FyyFy F, Fy

1 (FiFij Finj+Fszi+Ej)

= (4.6)

F2 F,

Hence we can also evaluate X (compare also with (2.7)).
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4.1. Unlabeled, Nonplane Trees. Now we will use Proposition 4.2 to prove Theorem 2.1.
By applying the preceding remark it follows that the parameters of interest g = (g, - -, Lk, )
and X = (oy;) are correct.

In the introduction we mentioned that the constants i, determining the asymptotic behavior
of the mean value of the number of nodes of degree k; decrease geometrically in k;. Let us
now examine how the entries of 3 behave for large k, i.e. we have to determine the partial
derivatives of F' asymptotically. Using the functional equations (4.4) and (4.5) and evaluating
at (z,u,t) = (p,1,1) yields Q = 1/pe and

1
Fz:th:Qe+sz€:; 1+Zt1(plal
1>2

Fy=F;=pQe=1

F;, =pQie + pZ(Sk,—1;t Zt 1)+ pZ(Sk,—1;t)
1>2
Fyi =pQie + pZ(Sk,—2;t Zt 1)+ pZ(Sy,—15t)
1>2
y —ue s im e im )
ij =PWii Pauz kj—15 a ki—15

Zti(pl,l) th(plal +thu P, 1)+ dij 11— Dti(p', 1)

1>2 1>2 1>2 1>2

0
+p8u-

0
Fpi =pQuie + Qie + Z(Sk,—1;t) + P%Z(ski—l; t)

1 _
= 14> ta(ph 1ot | D (e 1)+ ) ltai(ph 1)

1>2 1>2 1>2

0
Z(Sk;—1;t) + P%Z(Ski—ﬁ t)
j

0
+ Z(Skj—IQ t)+ p£Z(Ski_1; t)
Fzz :2Qze + szze

Schwenk [10] showed that

> tilp' 1) =0 (p*). (4.7)

1>2
and Z(Sk;t) ~ Cp* where C is given by (2.10). Modifying the proof of [10, Corollary 4.1]
properly gives
> ltai(p' 1) =0 (M)

1>2
St (o 1) = o (o)

1>2
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Now let us turn to the terms containing derivatives of the cycle index. We have

0 0
Z(Se:t) =Y —Z(Sp;t1,....,t It (p', 1
O, (Sk;t) 1222(%1 (Skita k) o Dt (p',1)
=Y Z(Sk-i:t)ti(p', 1)
1>2

Note that Z(Sy_;;t) ~ Cp*~! and (4 7) was established by showing that ¢;(p!) < (2p")% (see
[10]). Since 2p? < p this implies #;(p!) < (2p?)*pl=2*F = o (p!=V*). Moreover we have k > 1

and [ > 2 and thus k(I — 1) > k + [ — 2 which yields ¢;(p') = o (p"') and consequently

8uiZ(Sk;t) = o (p"H).

The second term of this kind satisfies

0
_Z Ska ZZ Sk 5t a )pl_l'

1>2

We have Z(Sp—i;t) = Cp*~' + o (p*~!). Furthermore t,(y,1) is analytic at y = 0 and thus

tz(y,1) =14 O (y). Thus
0

C
aZ(Sk;t) = ;k:pk +o (pk) )

Hence in case of 7 # j the dominating term in (4.6) is

Eij +F]sz 02

ki+kj (.. )
72 przf (i),

In order to compute F, observe that t(z,1) = zQe!®1) and by differentiation and using the

fact that t(x,1) = t(")(z) in conjunction with (1.1) we obtain

wt (2, 1)(1 —t(z, 1)) b%p
P ey >

and hence we get (2.8) and (2.9) and the proof of Theorem 2.1 is complete.

4.2. Plane Trees. It is clear that Theorem 2.2 follows from Lemma 3.6 via Propositions 4.1

and 4.2 provided that det % > 0.
First, it is an easy exercise to determine

2:(_ 1 _(/~<:i—2)(/~<:j—2)Jr(sui)m_1 -

oki+k; oki+k;+1 Y 9k;

.....

Then the next lemma completes the proof of Theorem 2.2.

Lemma 4.1. Suppose that X is a M x M-matriz given by (4.8), where ki, ko, ...

different positive integers. Then

M
det > =27 Fi——hu Z

M M
(ki — 2)2 (ki — k‘j)Q
Z 9ki+1 + Z 2ki+k5j+2 > 0.
=1

(4.8)

Sk are

(4.9)
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Proof. Set
e1 = (1,0,0,...,0),
=(0,1,0,...,0),
€Een = (0,0,... 70,1)7
a= 27k, . 27k
b= (k1 —2)27M71 . (ky —2)27 k07T,
Then

okittkm Jot 30 — det(e1 —a— (/{;1 —-2)b,... ey —a— (k]VI - 2)b)

= det(eq,... ,en)

- E det(el,... ,€j—1,A,€541,... ,6]\/[)

72(16‘5 €el,... ,Ejfl,(kj 72)b,e]‘+1,... ,61\/[)

+ Z det 61,... ,ei,1,0,+ (kz 72)b,ei+1,... s

1<i<j<M
6;‘71, a+ (kj —2)b,ej1,...,en)
(ki —2)? (ki — k;)?
=1- Z oki Z 9ki+1 + Z okitk;+1 '
i=1 1<i<j<M

which proves (4.9).

19

Next set K = {ki,ko,... ,kpr} and L = ZT \ K. Furthermore, let s = 1 for k € K and

s = 0 for k € L. Then we have

1 (k —m)? (k —m)? (k —m)?
ot Z ghimis T Z SkrmTs 2 Z ok+m+3

kmeK k,meL keK,meL

1 1)Sk+3m,

=5t Z 2k+m+3
kmeK
2

1 1 k2 (—1)s* (=1)% 1 k(—1)%*

=5t12 T X il
k>1 E>1 k>1

N~

2
1 k2 1 1 k
+Z<6—222—k> (1—2Z?>—1<2—222—k>
keK keK keK
JR— k 1 k2 km
:1*5227“227*3227* Z Sirm — D e
keK keK keEK kmeK kmeK

:1_2 Z 2k+1 +2 Z 2k+m+2'

kEK keK k,meK
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Since

1 (k —m)?
92~ Z ok+m+3

km>1
(k —m)? (k —m)? (k —m)?
- Z ohtmt3 Z ohtmts T 2 Z ok+m+3
k.meK k,meL keK,meL

we immediately obtain

(k —m)?

2k+m+2 > 0’

kit R det = )

k,meL
which completes the proof of Lemma 4.1. O
4.3. Labeled Trees. As in the case of plane trees Theorem 2.3 follows from Lemma 3.9 via

Propositions 4.1 and 4.2 provided that det ¥ > 0.
Again it is easy to calculate

_ 1+(kz*2)(l€j*2) 1 1
2= (-5 oo e ) - (410

Finally the following lemma completes the proof of Theorem 2.3.

1,)=

Lemma 4.2. Suppose that X is a M x M-matriz given by (4.10), where ki, ka, ... ky are
different positive integers. Then

M

1
dets =T —— 411
¢ H(krm % (4.11)
j=1
M M
1 1 (ki — k;)?
1 - - 0
Zz(kq e; ] 62 e — DIk, — 1))

Proof. The proof of Lemma 4.2 is almost the same as that of Lemma 4.1. Especially (4.11)
follows as above.
If we set K = {k1,ka,... ., kp}, L=Z"\K,and s, =1 for k€ K and s, =0 for k € L
then we obtain
11 k —m)?(—1)sktsm
NI U (E
2 4e? (k—1Dl(m—1)!
kmeK

_ 1 1 1 (k-2 1 (k —m)?
=1 G e Gt E 2 G D T

kmeK

which implies
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