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1 Introduction

This seminar paper aims to provide an overview of the theory of solving a special type
of equations where the unknowns are elements of a Boolean algebra of arbitrary nature.
The results and techniques we present are strongly based on [Rud74], making this paper a
summary of the first two chapters of that book. The paper focuses on showcasing only the
main definitions and results necessary to understand the solution theory contained in the
referenced book.

The equations we are interested in are called Boolean equations. An example of a system
of Boolean equations is

x1 ∩ x2 = a

x1 ∪ x2 = b
(1.1)

where x1, x2 are unknown variables and a, b are given elements of a Boolean. The goal is to
find all possible assignments of elements of the Boolean algebra we work in to the variables
x1, x2, such that both equations are satisfied.

The paper is structured as follows: In Chapter 2, we introduce the basic definitions and
tools to work with Boolean equations. In Chapter 3, we present the solution theory for
Boolean equations and show how to find all solutions to a given system of Boolean equations.
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

This chapter will begin by reviewing the definition of a Boolean algebra and then proceed to
define and analyze Boolean functions. The chapter concludes with a definition of Boolean
equations, their solutions and a way to bring any Boolean equation or system of equations
into a standardized form.

2.1 Boolean Algebras

We build the structure of a Boolean algebra starting from more general algebraic structures,
inspired by the approach taken by [Pin24]. In the following definitions, we will use the
notation A = (A, (fi)i∈I) to denote an algebra A with carrier set A and operations (fi)i∈I ,
as usual in abstract algebra. Each operation is a function fi : A

ni → A where ni ∈ N is
the arity of the operation. An operation of arity zero (a nullary operation) is a constant
function that takes no inputs and can be seen as a distinct element of A. The signature of
an algebra is the tuple (ni)i∈I of all arities.

Definition 2.1. Let A = (A,∪) be an algebra of signature (2). A is a commutative
semigroup if and only if the operation ∪ is associative and commutative, or more specific,
if the following equations hold for all x, y, z ∈ A:

x ∪ (y ∪ z) = (x ∪ y) ∪ z
x ∪ y = y ∪ x

Definition 2.2. Let L = (L,∪,∩) be an algebra of signature (2, 2). L is a lattice if and
only if the following conditions are satisfied:

1. (L,∪) and (L,∩) are commutative semigroups.

2. The absorption laws hold for all x, y ∈ L:

x ∩ (x ∪ y) = x

x ∪ (x ∩ y) = x

Definition 2.3. Let L = (L,∪,∩) be a lattice. L is a distributive lattice if and only if ∪
and ∩ distribute over each other, that is for all x, y, z ∈ A the following equations hold:

x ∩ (y ∪ z) = (x ∩ y) ∪ (x ∩ z)
x ∪ (y ∩ z) = (x ∪ y) ∩ (x ∪ z)

Definition 2.4. Let L = (L,∪,∩, 0, 1) be an algebra of signature (2, 2, 0, 0). L is a bounded
lattice if and only if the following conditions are satisfied:
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

1. (L,∪,∩) is a lattice.

2. The following equations hold for all x ∈ L:

x ∩ 0 = 0

x ∪ 1 = 1

Definition 2.5. Let L = (L,∪,∩, ·, 0, 1) be an algebra of signature (2, 2, 1, 0, 0). L is a
complemented lattice if and only if the following conditions are satisfied:

1. (L,∪,∩, 0, 1) is a bounded lattice.

2. The following equations hold for all x ∈ L:

x ∩ x = 0

x ∪ x = 1

Remark 2.6. We can combine the different variants of lattices by extending the above defi-
nitions to algebras with more operations. For example, it should be clear that a distributive
bounded lattice is a bounded lattice (L,∪,∩, 0, 1) where (L,∪,∩) is a distributive lattice.

Definition 2.7 (Boolean Algebra). An algebra B = (B,∪,∩, ·, 0, 1) of signature (2, 2, 1, 0, 0)
is a Boolean algebra if and only if B is a distributive complemented lattice.

Example 2.8. The smallest possible Boolean algebra is given by ({0, 1},∨,∧,¬, 0, 1) where
∨,∧,¬ are the common logical operations on the truth values 0 and 1. We will denote this
algebra as B2.

In our proofs we will often use the following properties or “rules of computation” that hold
in any Boolean algebra.

Lemma 2.9. Let (B,∪,∩, ·, 0, 1) be a Boolean algebra. Then the following statements hold
for all x, y, z ∈ B:

x ∩ x = x (2.1)
x ∪ x = x (2.2)
x ∩ 1 = x (2.3)
x ∪ 0 = x (2.4)

x ∩ y = 1 ⇐⇒ x = y = 1 (2.5)
x ∪ y = 0 ⇐⇒ x = y = 0 (2.6)

x ∩ y = 0 ∧ x ∪ y = 1 ⇐⇒ y = x (2.7)
x ∩ y = x ∪ y (2.8)
x ∪ y = x ∩ y (2.9)

x = x (2.10)
0 = 1 (2.11)
1 = 0 (2.12)

(x ∩ y) ∪ (x ∩ y) ∪ (x ∩ y) = x ∪ y (2.13)
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

Proof. We will only prove the statements (2.11) to (2.13). For proof of the other equations
see [Rud74, Theorem 1.2].

(2.11,2.12) We have 0 ∪ 1 = 1 and 0 ∩ 1 = 0 by the unit laws. With (2.7) we get 0 = 1 and
1 = 0.

(2.13) A simple calculation using (2.3) shows that(
a ∩ b

)
∪ (a ∩ b) ∪ (a ∩ b)︸ ︷︷ ︸

=(a∪a)∩b=1∩b=b

=
(
a ∩ b

)
∪ b = (a ∪ b) ∩

(
b ∪ b

)
= a ∪ b

holds.

Definition 2.10. For x, y ∈ B we define the binary relation ⊆ by

x ⊆ y :⇐⇒ x ∪ y = y.

Lemma 2.11. Let (B,∪,∩, ·, 0, 1) be a Boolean algebra. Then the following statements
hold for all x, y, z, a, b ∈ B:

x ⊆ x (2.14)
x ⊆ y ∧ y ⊆ x⇐⇒ x = y (2.15)
x ⊆ y ∧ y ⊆ z =⇒ x ⊆ z (2.16)

x ⊆ y ⇐⇒ x ∩ z ⊆ y ∩ z (2.17)
x ⊆ y ⇐⇒ x ∩ y = x (2.18)
x ⊆ y ⇐⇒ x ∩ y = 0 (2.19)

0 ⊆ x (2.20)
x ⊆ 0 =⇒ x = 0 (2.21)

x ⊆ y ∧ a ⊆ b =⇒ x ∪ a ⊆ y ∪ b (2.22)

Proof. Again we will only prove some statements, the other statements can be found in
[Rud74, Theorem 1.3].

(2.21) By our assumption we have x ⊆ 0, by (2.20) we have 0 ⊆ x. We can conclude with
(2.15) that x = 0.

(2.22) A simple calculation under the assumptions x ⊆ y and a ⊆ b yields

x ∪ a ∪ y ∪ b = (x ∪ y) ∪ (a ∪ b) = y ∪ b,

so by definition x ∪ a ⊆ y ∪ b.

Remark 2.12. The properties (2.14) to (2.16) show that ⊆ is a partial order on B.
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

2.2 Boolean Functions

We can now define Boolean functions using structural induction. For the remainder of this
text, let (B,∪,∩, ·, 0, 1) be a Boolean algebra.

Definition 2.13. We define the set of Boolean functions (on B) inductively using the
following rules:

1. For any n ∈ N, b ∈ B the constant function cnb : Bn → B : x 7→ b is a boolean function.

2. For any n ∈ N, 1 ≤ i ≤ n the projection function πni : Bn → B : (x1, . . . , xn) 7→ xi is
a boolean function.

3. For any Boolean functions f : Bn → B, g : Bn → B the functions

a) f ∪ g : Bn → B : x 7→ f(x) ∪ g(x)
b) f ∩ g : Bn → B : x 7→ f(x) ∩ g(x)
c) f : Bn → B : x 7→ f(x)

are Boolean functions.

Any function that can be constructed by applying the above rules a finite number of times
is a Boolean function. The set of all Boolean functions on B is denoted as BF(B). We also
define BFn(B) ⊆ BF(B) as the set of Boolean functions of arity n.

Definition 2.13 implicitly defines operations on Boolean functions. As shown in the
following examples, these pointwise operations are useful to specify Boolean functions.

Example 2.14. Fix b ∈ B. The function f : B3 → B : (x1, x2, x3) 7→ x1 ∪ (x2 ∩ b) is a
Boolean function. It can be constructed as π31 ∪ (π32 ∩ c3b).

Definition 2.15. We define Vn(B) := {0, 1}n. The elements of Vn(B) are called elementary
vectors. Let e ∈ {0, 1}, a ∈ B, v = (v1, . . . , vn) ∈ VB, x = (x1, . . . , xn) ∈ Bn. We define
the special operations

ae :=

{
a if e = 1

a if e = 0

and

xv :=
n⋂

i=1

xvii .

Lemma 2.16. Let x ∈ Bn be a vector. Then the following statements hold:

1. ⋃
v∈Vn(B)

xv = 1. (2.23)

2. For any w, u ∈ Vn(B) with w ̸= u

xw ∩ xu = 0. (2.24)
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

3. For any a, b ∈ {0, 1}

ab =

{
1 if a = b

0 if a ̸= b
. (2.25)

4. For any w, u ∈ Vn(B)

wu =

{
1 if w = u

0 if w ̸= u
. (2.26)

Proof. 1. By induction on n ∈ N. In the base case n = 1 the statement reduces to the
trivial fact x ∪ x = 1. For the induction step, assume that the statement holds for
n ∈ N. Take any x = (x1, . . . , xn+1) ∈ Bn+1 and set y := (x2, . . . , xn+1) ∈ Bn. We
can derive

⋃
v∈Vn+1(B)

xv =

x1 ∩
 ⋃

w∈Vn(B)

yw

 ∪

x1 ∩
 ⋃

w∈Vn(B)

yw

 = 1

using the induction hypothesis in the second step, which proves the statement for
n+ 1. The induction is complete.

2. The condition w ̸= u implies that for some j ∈ {1, . . . , n} we have wi ̸= ui. W.l.o.g. as-
sume wi = 0 and ui = 1. Then xwi

i ∩xui
i = 0 and therefore xw∩xu =

⋂n
i=1 (x

wi
i ∩ xui

i ) =
0.

3. By simple verification of all four cases using (2.11) and (2.12).

4. If w ̸= u, there exists some j ∈ {1, . . . , n} such that wj ̸= uj . Then wj
uj = 0 by (2.25)

and thus wu = 0. If w = u, again by (2.25) we have wui
i = 1 for any i ∈ {1, . . . , n}

which implies wu = 1.

Theorem 2.17. Let f : Bn → B be a function. f is a Boolean function if and only if it can
be written in the form

f(x) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(dv ∩ xv) (2.27)

for all x ∈ Bn, where the coefficients dv ∈ B are uniquely determined by dv = f(v). This
form is called the canonical disjunctive form of f .

Proof. “⇒” By structural induction on BF(B). We start by considering the basic Boolean
functions. Choose n ∈ N and x ∈ Bn arbitrarily. Using (2.23), the constant functions
can be written as

cnb (x) = b ∩

 ⋃
v∈Vn(B)

xv

 =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(b ∩ xv) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(cnb (v) ∩ xv) ,

which is exactly the form of (2.27) with dv = cnb (v).
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

Set yi := (x1, . . . , xi−1, xi+1, . . . , xn). Then we can also write the projection functions
in canonical disjunctive form as

πni (x) =
⋃

w∈Vn−1(B)

(xi ∩ ywi ) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)
vi=1

xv =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(πni (v) ∩ xv) ,

where we have used (2.23) again.

For the induction step, assume that the theorem holds for two Boolean functions
f, g ∈ BFn(B) where n ∈ N is arbitrary. Then the functions can be written in the
form f(x) =

⋃
v∈Vn(B) (f(v) ∩ xv) and g(x) =

⋃
v∈Vn(B) (g(v) ∩ xv).

Then f ∪ g can be brought into canonical disjunctive form as

f(x) ∪ g(x) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(f(v) ∪ g(v)) ∩ xv

by the distributive law.

Using the generalized distributive law and (2.24) we can observe that

f(x) ∩ g(x) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(f(v) ∩ xv) ∩
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(g(v) ∩ xv)

=
⋃

v∈Vn(B),w∈Vn(B)

(f(v) ∩ xv) ∩ (g(w) ∩ xw)

=
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(f(v) ∩ g(v)) ∩ xv.

This shows that f ∩ g can be written in canonical disjunctive form.

From the facts we have already shown about f ∩ g and f ∪ g, we can now observe that

f(x) ∪
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(
f(v) ∩ xv

)
=

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

(
f(v) ∪ f(v)

)
∩ xv =

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

1 ∩ xv = 1

and

f(x) ∩
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(
f(v) ∩ xv

)
=

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

(
f(v) ∩ f(v)

)
∩ xv =

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

0 ∩ xv = 0

Because the complement is unique (see (2.7)), we can conclude that f can be written
in canonical disjunctive form as

f(x) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(f(v) ∩ xv) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(
f(v) ∩ xv

)
.

This completes the induction step, the theorem holds for all Boolean functions.
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

“⇐” If a function can be written in the form given in the theorem, it is clearly a Boolean
function.

The last step is to show that the coefficients dv are uniquely determined by f(v). Assume
that a Boolean function f can be written in the form given by (2.27).

Then we can calculate for any w ∈ Vn(B) that

f(w) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

(dv ∩ wv) = dw ∩ ww = dw

by (2.26), which concludes the proof.

The set of Boolean functions BF(B) will be central to our definition of Boolean equations.
However, to also include systems of Boolean equations in our treatment, we need to expand
our definition to multivalued Boolean functions. We will do so without introducing a
special notation, by treating a multivalued function f as a vector f = (f1, . . . , fm) where
fi : B

n → B for all 1 ≤ i ≤ m. We define the set of m-valued boolean functions of arity n
as BFm

n (B) := {(f1, ..., fm) : Bn → Bm | f1, . . . , fm ∈ BFn(B)}.

2.3 Boolean Equations

We can now define Boolean equations and different notions of solutions to them.

Definition 2.18. Let f, g ∈ BFm
n (B) be Boolean functions. A system of Boolean

equations is an equation of the form f(x) = g(x). If m = 1, we say that the system of
Boolean equations is a Boolean equation .

When specifying Boolean equations in practice we will treat x1, . . . , xn like variables in
their own right but in doing so implicitly define the Boolean functions f and g from the
formal definition. This is illustrated in the following examples. The arity n of these functions
will always be the number of distinct variables appearing in a given equation.

These conventions show that Definition 2.18, which is deliberately kept formal to allow
for more rigorous proofs, indeed covers equations in unknowns as presented in Chapter 1.

Example 2.19. The equation x1∪x2 = x1∩x2 is a Boolean equation. The Boolean functions
f, g ∈ BF1

2 from Definition 2.18 are given by f(x1, x2) = x1 ∪ x2 and g(x1, x2) = x1 ∩ x2.

Example 2.20. The equations

x1 ∩ x2 = x3 ∩ x4
x1 ∩ x2 = x3 ∩ x4

are a system of Boolean equations. The Boolean functions f, g ∈ BF2
4 from Definition 2.18

are given by f(x1, x2, x3, x4) = (x1 ∩ x2, x1 ∩ x2) and g(x1, x2, x3, x4) = (x3 ∩ x4, x3 ∩ x4).

Definition 2.21. Let f(x) = g(x) be a Boolean equation with f, g ∈ BFm
n (B). A particular

solution of the equation is a vector ξ ∈ Bn such that f(ξ) = g(ξ). The solution set S is
defined as {ξ ∈ Bn | f(ξ) = g(ξ)}. Solving a Boolean equation means determining the
solution set S of a given equation explicitly. If S is the empty set, the equation is called
inconsistent , otherwise it is called consistent .
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

Example 2.22. We want to find the solution set S of the equation x1 ∪ x2 = x1 ∩ x2 from
Example 2.19. First, assume that x ∈ B2 is a solution. Then

x1 = (x1 ∪ x2) ∩ x1
∗
= (x1 ∩ x2) ∩ x1 = x1 ∩ x2

where we used the boolean equation in the step marked with an asterisk. But in the same
manner

x2 = (x1 ∪ x2) ∩ x2 = (x1 ∩ x2) ∩ x2 = x1 ∩ x2,

so we have x1 = x2. On the other hand, if x1 = x2 then x1∪x2 = x1∩x2 is trivially fulfilled.
So in general we have S = {(t, t) | t ∈ B}. In the special case B = B2 we can explicitly
specify S = {(0, 0), (1, 1)}.

In general, the solution set of a Boolean equation might be large or even infinite. Using
an infinite Boolean algebra B in Example 2.22 demonstrates such a situation. Enumerating
all solutions is not always feasible and in the infinite case impossible, which motivates the
concept of parametric solutions to Boolean equations.

Definition 2.23. Let f(x) = g(x) be a Boolean equation with solution set S and f, g ∈
BFm

n (B). A parametric solution of the equation is a function Ξ : Bn → S. If Ξ is surjective
we call it a general parametric solution . If Ξ ↾S= idS we call Ξ a reproductive general
solution .

Remark 2.24. Altough general parametric solutions are not necessarily unique, we still talk
about “the” general parametric solution of any given equation. This is because all general
parametric solutions are equivalent in the sense that they fully describe the solution set.
The same applies to reproductive general solutions.

To specify parametric solutions we use the more readable notation xi = fi(t1, . . . , tn) for
i ∈ {1, . . . , n}. This is to be interpreted as specifying the parametric solution

Ξ(t1, . . . , tn) := (f1(t1, . . . , tn), . . . , fn(t1, . . . , tn)).

Example 2.25. In Example 2.22 we have shown that the solutions of x1 ∪ x2 = x1 ∩ x2
are S = {(t, t) | t ∈ B} in any Boolean algebra B. Consider the function Ξ : B2 →
B2 : (t1, t2) 7→ (t1, t1). It is easy to see that Ξ(B2) ⊆ S and Ξ ↾S= idS . Therefore Ξ
is the reproductive general solution of the equation. In the short notation we say that
x1 = t1, x2 = t1 is the reproductive general solution.

2.4 Reducing Systems of Boolean Equations

In this section we will show that any system of Boolean equations can be reduced to a
Boolean equation of the form f(x) = 0 with f ∈ BFn(B), which justifies our focus on single
equations in Chapter 3.

Theorem 2.26. Let f(x) = g(x) be a system of Boolean equations with f, g ∈ BFm
n (B).

Then there exists a Boolean function h ∈ BF1
n(B) such that the equation h(x) = cn0 (x) has

the same solution set as f(x) = g(x).
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2 Defining Boolean Equations

Proof. Let f(x) = g(x) be an equation as defined in the theorem. We consider the following
cases:

• First we consider the case that m = 1. Define h : Bn → B as

h := (f ∩ g) ∪
(
f ∩ g

)
.

We want to show that the equation h(x) = cn0 (x) has the same solution set as
f(x) = g(x).

Assume that h(ξ) = 0 for any ξ ∈ B. We arrive at the equation

h(ξ) ∪ (f(ξ) ∩ g(ξ)) = f(ξ) ∩ g(ξ).

By expanding h(ξ) and applying (2.13) on the left-hand side of the equation above we
obtain

f(ξ) ∪ g(ξ) = f(ξ) ∩ g(ξ).

As we know from Example 2.22 this implies that f(ξ) = g(ξ), so ξ is a particular
solution to f(x) = g(x).

On the other hand, if we assume f(ξ) = g(ξ) =: c for an arbitrary chosen ξ ∈ Bn, then

h(ξ) = (c ∩ c) ∪ (c ∩ c) = 0,

so ξ is a particular solution to h(x) = cn0 (x).

• Now consider the case m > 1. Using the previous case we can construct h : Bn → Bm

such that h(x) = 0 has the same solution set as f(x) = g(x). We need to reduce this
system to a single equation.

With induction, we can extend (2.6) to
⋃l

i=1 ai = 0 ⇔ ∀ i ∈ {1, . . . , l} : ai = 0 for
a1, . . . , al ∈ B. So for any ξ ∈ Bn we have

h(ξ) = 0 ⇐⇒ ∀ i ∈ {1, . . . ,m} : hi(ξ) = 0 ⇐⇒
m⋃
i=1

hi(ξ) = 0.

So in summary, setting h′ :=
⋃m

i=1 hi ∈ BF1
n(B) the Boolean equation h′(x) = cn0 (x)

has the same solution set as f(x) = g(x).

Remark 2.27. In the remainder of the text, we will not distinguish between the constant
function cnb and the constant b. We will use the notation b for both. Also, we will say that
an equation of the form f(x) = 0 is in normal form .

Example 2.28. We can reduce the system (1.1) from Chapter 1 to a single equation. We
start by replacing each line of the system with the equivalent statement where the right-hand
side is 0. This gives us the system

(x1 ∩ x2 ∩ a) ∪ ((x1 ∪ x2) ∩ a) = 0

((x1 ∪ x2) ∩ b) ∪ (x1 ∩ x2 ∩ b) = 0

10



2 Defining Boolean Equations

which is equivalent to the original system. We can now combine the two equations to the
single equation

(x1 ∩ x2 ∩ a) ∪ ((x1 ∪ x2) ∩ a) ∪ ((x1 ∪ x2) ∩ b) ∪ (x1 ∩ x2 ∩ b) = 0 (2.28)

which is now in normal form.
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3 Solving Boolean Equations

In this chapter we will show necessary and sufficient conditions for the consistency of Boolean
equations, as well as methods for finding their solution set and the general reproductive
solution. We start with the case of equations in one unknown, and then generalize to
equations in multiple unknowns.

3.1 Boolean Equations in One Unknown

In this section we will consider a Boolean equation f(x) = 0 in one unknown, so f ∈ BF1(B).
According to Theorem 2.17 we can write f in canonical disjunctive form as

f(x) = (a ∩ x) ∪ (b ∩ x)

where a = f(1) and b = f(0). Thus, we will only consider equations of this form. The
following lemma establishes the conditions under which such an equation is consistent.

Lemma 3.1. Let a, b ∈ B. The Boolean equation (a ∩ x) ∪ (b ∩ x) = 0 is consistent if and
only if a ∩ b = 0.

Proof. “⇒” Assume ξ ∈ B is a particular solution of the equation. Then a ∩ ξ = 0 and
b ∩ ξ = 0 by (2.6). We calculate

a ∩ b = (a ∩ b) ∩ (ξ ∪ ξ) = (a ∩ b ∩ ξ) ∪ (a ∩ b ∩ ξ) = 0,

which shows that our condition is necessary.

“⇐” Conversely, if we assume a ∩ b = 0, we get

f(b) = (a ∩ b) ∪ (b ∩ b) = 0,

which means that b is a particular solution of the equation, and the equation is thus
consistent. We have therefore shown that the condition a ∩ b = 0 is also sufficient.

We can now fully describe the solution set of a Boolean equation in one unknown.

Theorem 3.2. Let a, b ∈ B. Assume that the Boolean equation (a ∩ x) ∪ (b ∩ x) = 0 is
consistent.

Then the solution set S of the equation is given by

S = {ξ ∈ B | b ⊆ ξ ⊆ a}

and
Ξ : B → S : t 7→ b ∪ (a ∩ t)

is the reproductive general solution of the equation.

12
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Proof. We will first show that for any x ∈ B the equivalence

(a ∩ x) ∪ (b ∩ x) = 0 ⇐⇒ b ⊆ x ⊆ a (3.1)

holds. To see this, note that by (2.6) the left statement is equivalent to

a ∩ x = 0 ∧ b ∩ x = 0.

Because these two statements are equivalent to the inequality on the right side of (3.1) by
(2.10) and (2.19), we have shown the equivalence. The statement of the lemma about the
solution set follows directly from (3.1).

According to our assumption the Boolean equation is consistent, so with Lemma 3.1 we
have that a ∩ b = 0. Now take any t ∈ B. Using (2.9), we get

f(b∪(a∩t)) = (a∩(b∪(a∩t)))∪(b∩(b ∪ (a ∩ t))) = (a ∩ b)︸ ︷︷ ︸
=0

∪(a ∩ a︸ ︷︷ ︸
=0

∩t)∪(b ∩ b︸︷︷︸
=0

∩(a ∩ t)) = 0,

so Ξ(t) ∈ S. We conclude that Ξ is a parametric solution of the equation.
Now we check that Ξ is a reproductive solution. If x ∈ B is a particular solution, we have

shown that b ⊆ x ⊆ a holds. By (2.18) and the definition of the relation ⊆ we get that
x ∩ a = x and x = b ∪ x, so using these facts Ξ(x) = b ∪ (a ∩ x) = b ∪ x = x, which means
that Ξ is a reproductive general solution of the equation.

3.2 Boolean Equations in Multiple Unkowns

We will now consider the Boolean equation f(x) = 0 in multiple unknowns, so f ∈ BFn(B).
First we will present a necessary and sufficient condition for the consistency of such an
equation, and then a method for solving these equations. The theme of this section is to
generalize the results we have for equations in one unknown.

3.2.1 Consistency

Theorem 3.3. Let f ∈ BFn(B) be a Boolean function. The Boolean equation f(x) = 0 is
consistent if and only if

⋂
v∈Vn(B) f(v) = 0.

Proof. “⇒” Assume that f(x) = 0 is consistent, and ξ ∈ Bn is a particular solution of the
equation. Then

f(ξ) =
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

f(v) ∩ ξv = 0.

Let v ∈ Vn(B) be an elementary vector. Obviously,
(⋂

w∈Wn(B) f(w)
)
⊆ f(v) is true

by (2.18). So using (2.17) we have
(⋂

w∈Wn(B) f(w)
)
∩ ξv ⊆ f(v) ∩ ξv.

By taking the union over all elementary vectors v ∈ Vn(B), using the inequality we
have already established and (2.22) we arrive at

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

 ⋂
w∈Wn(B)

f(w)

 ∩ ξv ⊆ f(ξ).

13



3 Solving Boolean Equations

But the left-hand side of this equation simplifies to

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

 ⋂
w∈Wn(B)

f(w)

 ∩ ξv =

 ⋂
w∈Wn(B)

f(w)

 ∩
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

ξv =
⋂

w∈Wn(B)

f(w),

which shows that
⋂

w∈Wn(B) f(w) = 0, by (2.21).

“⇐” We will use induction on the number of variables n. The base case n = 1 has already
been shown in Lemma 3.1.

For the induction step, assume that the theorem holds for all Boolean functions in
BFn−1(B) and that

⋂
v∈Vn(B) f(v) = 0. Set g(x1, . . . , xn−1) := f(1, x1, . . . , xn−1) ∩

f(0, x1, . . . , xn−1). Then we can see that⋂
w∈Vn−1(B)

g(w) =
⋂

v∈Vn(B)

f(v) = 0.

By the induction hypothesis, the Boolean equation g(x1, . . . , xn−1) = 0 is consistent,
and we can find a particular solution ξ = (ξ1, . . . , ξn−1) ∈ Bn−1 of the equation
g(x) = 0.

Because ξ is a particular solution of g(x) = 0, we have

f(1, ξ1, . . . , ξn−1) ∩ f(0, ξ1, . . . , ξn−1) = 0

and by Lemma 3.1 we can conclude that a particular solution ξ′ ∈ B of the equation

(f(1, ξ1, . . . , xn−1) ∩ x) ∪ (f(0, ξ1, . . . , ξn−1) ∩ x) = 0

exists.

Now we can define ρ := (ξ′, ξ1, . . . , ξ2) and see by application of (2.27) on the Boolean
function f(·, ξ1, . . . , ξn−1) that

f(ρ) =
(
f(1, ξ1, . . . , ξn−1) ∩ ξ′

)
∪
(
f(0, ξ1, . . . , ξn−1) ∩ ξ′

)
= 0.

This concludes the induction step, because we have shown that ρ ∈ Bn is a particular
solution of the equation f(x) = 0 and therefore that the equation is consistent.

3.2.2 Method of Successive Eliminations

We will now show a method for solving Boolean equations by eliminating variables one by
one. Consider the Boolean equation f(x) = 0 with f ∈ BFn(B).

Define the functions

fp(x1, . . . , xp) :=
⋂

v∈Vn−p(B)

f(x1, . . . , xp, v1, . . . , vn−p)

for p ∈ {1, . . . , n}. Note that in particular fn = f .

14



3 Solving Boolean Equations

In the step n − p + 1 of the method, so starting at p = n, we can write the equation
fp(x1, . . . , xp) = 0 as

(fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 1) ∩ xp) ∪ (fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 0) ∩ xp) = 0

by applying Theorem 2.17 on the Boolean function xp 7→ fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, xp).
When we consider x1, . . . , xp−1 as fixed elements of B, the solutions to the equation above

are given by
fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 0) ⊆ xp ⊆ fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 1) (3.2)

according to Theorem 3.2, provided that the consistency condition

fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 1) ∩ fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 0) = 0 (3.3)

is fulfilled. However, the left-hand side of the equation is exactly fp−1, so we continue with
the equation fp−1(x1, . . . , xp−1) = 0 in the next step.

In the last step we have to solve the equation f1(x1) = 0 which has the solution set

f1(0) ⊆ x1 ⊆ f1(1) (3.4)

and is consistent if f1(0) ∩ f1(1) = f0 = 0.
That this method leads to a description of the solution set is shown in the following

theorem.

Theorem 3.4. Let f ∈ BFn(B) be a Boolean function. For p ∈ {1, . . . , n} set

fp(x1, . . . , xp) :=
⋂

v∈Vn−p(B)

f(x1, . . . , xp, v1, . . . , vn−p).

If f0 = 0, the Boolean equation f(x) = 0 is consistent and its solution set S is described
by the recurrent inequalities

fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 0) ⊆ xp ⊆ fp(x1, . . . , xp−1, 1).

If otherwise f0 ̸= 0, the equation is inconsistent.

Proof. The statement about the consistency of f(x) = 0 is clear from Theorem 3.3 with the
fact that f0 =

⋂
v∈Vn(B) f(v).

Now assume that f0 = 0. We will show that the solution set S of the equation f(x) = 0
is given by the recurrent inequalities. For this, we need to anlayse the method in reverse
order. Because f0 = 0, the equation f1(x1) = 0 is consistent and has a non-empty solution
set given by (3.4). This means that (3.3) of the previous step is fulfilled for all ξ1 in the
interval f1(0) ⊆ ξ1 ⊆ f1(1). By continuing this argument through the steps of the method
in reverse order, we can see that for any q ∈ {1, . . . , n}, all vectors ξ ∈ Bq that satisfy (3.2)
for all p < q are particular solutions to the equation f q(x) = 0. So, finally we arrive at
fn(x) = f(x) = 0 and see that all vectors satisfying the recurrent inequalities are solutions
to the equation.

It remains to verify that these are indeed all solutions. This can be seen easily however,
because by describing the method we have already proven that any particular solution has
to fulfill the recurrent inequalities.
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Example 3.5. We will now solve the system of equations (1.1) from the introduction using
the method of successive eliminations. From Example 2.28 we know the standard form of
the problem:

(x1 ∩ x2 ∩ a) ∪ ((x1 ∪ x2) ∩ a) ∪ ((x1 ∪ x2) ∩ b) ∪ (x1 ∩ x2 ∩ b) = 0

Setting x2 to 1 and 0 respectively to get the coefficients of the disjunctive normal form, we
arrive at the equivalent equation[(

(x1 ∩ a) ∪ (x1 ∩ a) ∪ b
)
∩ x2

]
∪
[(
(x1 ∩ b) ∪ (x1 ∩ b) ∪ a

)
∩ x2

]
= 0.

This equation is consistent iff(
(x1 ∩ a) ∪ (x1 ∩ a) ∪ b

)
∩
(
(x1 ∩ b) ∪ (x1 ∩ b) ∪ a

)
= 0

holds. We can simplify this equation by setting x1 to 1 and 0 respectively to obtain

(b ∩ x1) ∪ (a ∩ x1) = 0.

This equation is consistent iff a ∩ b = 0, or equivalentely a ⊆ b.
So eq. (1.1) is consistent iff a ⊆ b, and the solution set is given by the recurrent inequalities

a ⊆ x1 ⊆ b(
(x1 ∩ b) ∪ (x1 ∩ b) ∪ a

)
⊆ x2 ⊆

(
(x1 ∩ a) ∪ (x1 ∩ a) ∪ b

)
.

We can further simplify the second inequality, if we assume the inequality a ⊆ x1 ⊆ b. Then
we get that the solutions are given by

a ⊆ x1 ⊆ b

x2 = b ∩ (x1 ∪ a)

because both bounds to x2 turn out to be equal to b ∩ (x1 ∪ a).

Remark 3.6. By Theorem 3.2 we also know how we can characterize solutions for equations
in one unknown in a parametric way. By using this approach in the method of successive
eliminations, we can find a reproductive general solution of the equation instead of describing
the solution set with recurrent inequalities.

Example 3.7. Continuing Example 3.5, we can write down the reproductive general solution
of the system of equations (1.1) in a recurrent way as

x1 = a ∪ (t ∩ b)
x2 = b ∩ (x1 ∪ a)

or more detailed without recursion as

x1 = a ∪ (t1 ∩ b)
x2 = b ∩ (a ∪ (t1 ∩ b) ∪ a) = b ∩ (t1 ∪ a).
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3.3 Particular Solutions

A result due to Löwenheim allows us to gain a reproductive general solution of a Boolean
equation once we know one particular solution.

To formulate this theorem, we will first extend the operation ∩ of the Boolean algebra to
Bn. For a ∈ B, b = (b1, . . . , bn) ∈ Bn we define

a ∩ b := (a ∩ b1, . . . , a ∩ bn).

We start with two lemmas that will be used in the proof of the theorem.

Lemma 3.8. Let t, x, y ∈ B be elements of B, a = (a1, . . . , an), b = (b1, . . . , bn) ∈ Bn

vectors and e ∈ {0, 1}. Then the following equalities hold:(
(t ∩ x) ∪ (t ∩ y)

)e
= (t ∩ xe) ∪ (t ∩ ye) (3.5)

n⋂
i=1

(t ∩ ai) ∪ (t ∩ bi) =

(
t ∩

n⋂
i=1

ai

)
∪

(
t ∩

n⋂
i=1

bi

)
(3.6)

Proof. (3.5) The case e = 1 is trivial, because then the operation x 7→ xe is the identity on
B. For e = 0 we have to show that

(t ∩ x) ∪ (t ∩ y) = (t ∩ x) ∪ (t ∩ y)

holds. This is easy to see when we apply Theorem 2.17 to the function

t 7→ (t ∩ x) ∪ (t ∩ y).

The right side of the equation is just the canonical disjunctive form of the function.

(3.6) Just as before, write t 7→
⋂n

i=1(t ∩ ai) ∪ (t ∩ bi) in canonical disjunctive form. The
coefficients are exactly the same as on the right side of the equation.

Lemma 3.9. Let f ∈ BFn(B) be a Boolean function, t ∈ B and w = (w1, . . . , wn), u =
(u1, . . . , un) ∈ Bn. Then

f
(
(t ∩ w) ∪ (t ∩ u)

)
= (t ∩ f(w)) ∪

(
t ∩ f(u)

)
holds.
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3 Solving Boolean Equations

Proof. We use Theorem 2.17 to write f in canonical disjunctive form and calculate

f
(
(t ∩ w) ∪ (t ∩ u)

)
=

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

f(v) ∩
(
(t ∩ w) ∪ (t ∩ u)

)v
=

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

f(v) ∩
n⋂

i=1

(
(t ∩ wi) ∪ (t ∩ ui)

)vi
=

⋃
v∈Vn(B)

f(v) ∩
n⋂

i=1

(t ∩ wvi
i ) ∪ (t ∩ uvii )

=
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

f(v) ∩

(
(t ∩

n⋂
i=1

wvi
i ) ∪ (t ∩

n⋂
i=1

uvii )

)

= (t ∩
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

f(v) ∩ wv) ∪ (t ∩
⋃

v∈Vn(B)

f(v) ∩ uv)

= (t ∩ f(w)) ∪ (t ∩ f(u)).

In the third and fourth step we have used the identities from Lemma 3.8.

We can now state and prove the theorem.

Theorem 3.10 (Löwenheim). Let f(x) = 0 be a Boolean equation with f ∈ BFn(B) and
ξ ∈ Bn a particular solution of the equation. Then

Ξ : Bn → S : t 7→ (ξ ∩ f(t)) ∪ (t ∩ f(t))

is the reproductive general solution of the equation.

Proof. Using Lemma 3.9 we can see that

f
(
(ξ ∩ f(t)) ∪ (t ∩ f(t))

)
= (f(ξ) ∩ f(t)) ∪ (f(t) ∩ f(t)) = 0,

which means that Ξ is a parametric solution of the equation. Moreover, if f(t) = 0, we have
that

Ξ(t) = (t ∩ f(t)) ∪ (t ∩ f(t)) = t,

so Ξ is a reproductive general solution of the equation.

Example 3.11. We will once again consider the system of equations from Chapter 1.
However, we will set b = 1 to make the system consistent for all a ∈ B. To summarize, the
system we want to solve in this example is

x1 ∩ x2 = a

x1 ∪ x2 = 1.

In this special case we can use Theorem 3.10 to obtain the general reproductive solution
rather than following the method of successive eliminations (compare Example 3.5). That is
because we can clearly see that ξ1 = a, ξ2 = 1 is a particular solution of the system.
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Take the standard form of this system from Example 2.28:

f(x1, x2) := (x1 ∩ x2 ∩ a) ∪ ((x1 ∪ x2) ∩ a) ∪ (x1 ∩ x2) = 0.

Because (ξ1, ξ2) is a particular solution to the system it also solves the standard form
equation f(x1, x2) = 0. Therefore, we know by Theorem 3.10 that the reproductive general
solution is given by

xj = (ξj ∩ f(t1, t2)) ∪ (tj ∩ f(t1, t2))

for j = 1, 2. Writing out these two expressions and simplifying them by computing the
canonical disjunctive form in t1 and t2 yields the general reproductive solution

x1 = a ∪ (t1 ∩ t2)

x2 = a ∪ (t1 ∩ t2).

We can compare this to the reproductive general solution from Example 3.5, which was
given by

x1 = a ∪ t1
x2 = a ∪ t1.

These two solutions are not equal as functions on B2, which demonstrates the non-uniqueness
of general reproductive solutions. However, because the mapping ψ : B2 → B : (t1, t2) 7→
(t1 ∩ t2) is a surjection, the two solutions are equivalent in the sense that they have the same
range (compare Remark 2.24).
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